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The acclaimed book behind the 2018 Sundance Grand Jury Prize-winning movie"LGBTQ
cinema is out in force at Sundance Film Festival," proclaimed USA Today. "The acerbic coming-
of-age movie is adapted from Emily M. Danforth's novel, and stars Chloë Grace Moretz as a
lesbian teen who is sent to a gay conversion therapy center after she gets caught having sex
with her friend on prom night."The Miseducation of Cameron Post is a stunning and provocative
literary debut that was named to numerous best of the year lists.When Cameron Post’s parents
die suddenly in a car crash, her shocking first thought is relief. Relief they’ll never know that,
hours earlier, she had been kissing a girl.But that relief doesn’t last, and Cam is forced to move
in with her conservative aunt Ruth and her well-intentioned but hopelessly old-fashioned
grandmother. She knows that from this point on, her life will forever be different. Survival in Miles
City, Montana, means blending in and leaving well enough alone, and Cam becomes an expert
at both.Then Coley Talor moves to town. Beautiful, pickup-driving Coley is a perfect cowgirl with
the perfect boyfriend to match. She and Cam forge an unexpected and intense friendship, one
that seems to leave room for something more to emerge. But just as that starts to seem like a
real possibility, Aunt Ruth takes drastic action to “fix” her niece, bringing Cam face-to-face with
the cost of denying her true self—even if she’s not quite sure who that is.Don't miss this raw and
powerful own voices debut, the basis for the award-winning film starring Chloë Grace Moretz.

“Rich with detail and emotion, a sophisticated read for teens and adults alike.” — Kirkus
Reviews (starred review) “[An] ambitious literary novel, a multidimensional coming-of-age.” —
Booklist (starred review) “The story is riveting, beautiful, and full of the kind of detail that brings
to life a place (rural Montana), a time (the early 1990s), and a questioning teenage girl.” —
Publishers Weekly (starred review) “This finely crafted, sophisticated coming-of-age debut novel
is multilayered, finessing such issues as loss, first love, and friendship. An excellent read for both
teens and adults.” — School Library Journal (starred review)“Cameron is a memorable heroine
with an unforgettable and important story to tell, and she does so with wit, emotion, and depth.”
— Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books“If Holden Caulfield had been a gay girl from
Montana, this is the story he might have told—it’s funny, heartbreaking, and beautifully rendered.
Emily Danforth remembers exactly what it’s like to be a teenager, and she has written a new
classic.” — Curtis Sittenfeld, bestselling author of PREP and AMERICAN WIFE“A beautifully told
story that is at once engaging and thoughtful. THE MISEDUCATION OF CAMERON POST is an
important book―one that can change lives. ” — Jacqueline Woodson, award-winning author of
AFTER TUPAC AND D FOSTER and HUSH“This novel is a joy―one of the best and most
honest portraits of a young lesbian I’ve read in years. Cameron Post is a bright, brash, funny
main character who leaps off the page and into your heart! This is a story that keeps you reading



way into the night―an absorbing, suspenseful, and important book.” — Nancy Garden, author of
ANNIE ON MY MIND“Danforth’s narrative of a bruised young woman finding her feet in a
complicated world is a tremendous achievement: strikingly unsentimental, and full of characters
who feel entirely rounded and real. A story of love, desire, pain, loss―and, above all, of survival.
An inspiring read.” — Sarah Waters, author of THE LITTLE STRANGERFrom the Back
CoverWhen Cameron Post's parents die suddenly in a car crash, her shocking first thought is
relief. Relief they'll never know that, hours earlier, she had been kissing a girl.But that relief
doesn't last, and Cam is forced to move in with her conservative aunt Ruth and her well-
intentioned but hopelessly old-fashioned grandmother. She knows that from this point on, her life
will forever be different. Survival in Miles City, Montana, means blending in and leaving well
enough alone, and Cam becomes an expert at both.Then Coley Taylor moves to town. Beautiful,
pickup-driving Coley is a perfect cowgirl with the perfect boyfriend to match. She and Cam forge
an unexpected and intense friendship, one that seems to leave room for something more to
emerge. But just as that starts to seem like a real possibility, ultrareligious Aunt Ruth takes
drastic action to "fix" her niece, bringing Cam face-to-face with the cost of denying her true self—
even if she's not quite sure who that is.The Miseducation of Cameron Post is a stunning and
unforgettable literary debut about discovering who you are and finding the courage to live life
according to your own rules.About the Authoremily m. danforth is the author of the highly
acclaimed young adult novel The Miseducation of Cameron Post. She has an MFA in fiction from
the University of Montana and a PhD in English from the University of Nebraska–Lincoln. She
lives with her wife and two terrible dogs in Rhode Island. Plain Bad Heroines is her first adult
novel.Read more
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Norm, “Highly recommended for young readers and their parents alike. Why I liked
MiseducationThe fact that Cameron's story is a good primer is, in fact, exactly what lead me to
read it. My own child faced some of the same struggles as the book's main character and
recommended it to me as a sort of introduction to their reality. I can't say that much of what I read
in Miseducation was surprising or shocking, but it did distill some of the things I had heard and
imagined into a digestible story that allowed me to make sense of what I thought I knew. And it
helped me understand my kid's world with a little more clarity.It's that sense of understanding
just a little bit better that made me really like the book. I related to Cameron even though I'm a
straight white middle-aged man who hails from a fairly liberal community. That's the kind of writer
Danforth is; she drew me in and told me Cameron's story in a way that kept my attention for 470
pages. And when I say she kept my attention, what I mean is that she told Cameron's tale in a
way that made me *feel* the story as much as anything else.What I didn't like about Cameron's
storyDanforth's writing is easy to read and sounds like might be authentic if you don't overthink
every passage. However, bits of the book were a little lengthy and wordier than necessary. I also
thought the story's end could have been done a little better. But then again, endings are some of
the most difficult material to write, and who doesn't say that about many books?There was
nothing in the book that would prevent me from recommending the book.Take away - I
recommend the bookI definitely recommend this book to young adults and parents of young
adults. You or your child needn't be LGBTQ to enjoy it or grow from it, either. The story is
fundamentally sound, with all the elements of a good novel. So you can enjoy it purely for the
narrative. But for those of you who like to be a little more reflective, there's plenty to think on.
Simply reading the book is likely to increase your empathy for a large and increasingly visible
segment of our population. And, as we all know, this is an age in which empathy is something we
need more than ever.”

Tirzah Price, “An important book about sexuality and identity. Cameron Post lives in the tiny town
of Miles City, Montana--not the most understanding place to grow up if you're secretly gay.
Cameron's family certainly have no idea about her sexuality--her parents died not long after her
first kiss, and she's been keeping that part of her life a secret from her grandmother and aunt.
But liking girls is something that Cameron struggles to hide, especially when she befriends
Coley Taylor. And when her aunt Ruth finds out, it's not something that she can accept, so she
tries to fix Cameron by sending her to a special school in an attempt to "de-gay" her. But even if
she doesn't really know who she is yet, Cameron knows that liking girls isn't something that she
can be schooled out of, no matter how much her family or anyone else tries to convince her
otherwise.Emily M. Danforth's debut novel is a weighty, extensive look at Cameron's journey
from a scared girl who is trying to deal with her feelings for girls to a young woman who is forced
to make decisions about how she wants to live her life. The story starts when Cameron is just



twelve years old and covers all of her relationships--her first kiss with her best friend Irene and
the ensuing fallout between them, her summer friendship with benefits with her Lindsey, her
friendship and attempt at a romance with her best guy friend Jamie, and finally her brief
romance with Coley before her aunt sends her away. Because the book covers so much ground,
it focuses more on Cameron dealing with her sexuality than with her relationship with Coley, and
all of the mistakes she makes along the way. She's not always very mature about her relationship
decisions--there is a lot of physical action, but rarely does she pause to talk and figure out how
to make a relationship work, which is all part of the learning experience. Her attempts at dealing
with her homosexuality also are closely tied with how she reconciles her feelings about her
parents' sudden deaths. It's not really until she hits her low and is forced to attend God's Promise
Academy that she realizes that sometimes the people in charge don't really have a clue about
what they're doing either, and that she didn't really get the chance to know her parents as
people, and maybe they would have reacted differently than her aunt Ruth.Throughout her
journey, Danforth doesn't force any labels on Cameron, and despite the 1990's setting and her
issues with her sexuality, Cameron's struggles and feelings of isolation are very relatable for any
reader. Danforth's writing is both gritty and beautiful, and there are some very beautiful
metaphors throughout the novel. While it does seem like the book ends a little abruptly, readers
will be happy about where Danforth leaves Cameron, and the conclusion is very appropriate.
Though lengthy, The Miseducation of Cameron Post is a thought-provoking and important novel
that readers will fly through.”

electricitywoman, “Best Piece I've Read in 4 Years. If I were still a teenager, The Miseducation of
Cameron Post is the kind of book I would have willingly traded my old, dusty, lifeline of a PC in
for. It's a piece written by an author with a very mature writing style and an intimate
understanding of the craft of atmospherics and character building. As a consequence, Cameron
doesn't read as a character, but an overwhelmingly real someone from the very opening of the
book. And boy, oh boy, does it read.Even though I'm from thousands of kilometers to the East of
the US, I can initmately relate to the protagonist and the narrative's 90s nostalgia without the plot
being predictable or boring. It's an honest to goodness representation of a young queer person,
down to the mental health issues and problematic ways of regarding her objects of desire...
Regardless, Cameron is a person before she's any other label and the novel is chock-full with
the life experiences that comprise a childhood and early adulthood. Every scene is a masterfully
portrayed, living, breathing snapshot with that beautifully haunting quality all great photographs
and writings achieve... Whatever season it is you read it in and whether or not you were able to
gallivant through summer as a kid, you're about to be taken on a trip down nostalgia lane in the
blistering summer heat.It's funny, it's rewarding, it's fantastically written... It's an invaluable piece
and I'm so sincerely happy that all the young folks of today will be able to read it growing up the
way I wasn't able to. Don't be fooled though; just because I wish I had read it as a teenager
doesn't mean the book isn't for adults. Like all great pieces of literature, this is something you'll



keep coming back to and keep thinking back to.”

M. Dowden, “Our Inhumanity to Each Other. The tale of Cameron Post, starting when she is just
twelve is certainly a powerful piece of writing. Losing her parents and thus brought up by her
grandmother and aunt, the latter recently becoming a born-again Christian shows us that people
can think they have good intentions, although they do not, based on a series of what is myths
and legends which they passionately believe in. I was still in the later years of school when my
parents became the same as Aunt Ruth, although as I am heterosexual there was no problem
there. My dad though takes the bible as fact and is a Creationist, so he will not contemplate
evolution (thinking that David Attenborough for instance, is some sort of anti-Christ) or that the
age of this planet is much older than he believes.As we see here, Cameron is a lesbian, and
starts fooling around with her friend at an early age, but it is some years before she is actually
caught at her sinful and perverted ways, as her aunt and others would call it. Thus taken out of
normal school and sent to a conversion school/camp so our young heroine is being forced by
others to become straight. This works due to the quality of writing, and that the author builds up
the story gradually, stretching it out to a more believable length and thus building up the
characters, scenes and so on. Being multiple layered as well helps, because we have Cameron
coming to terms with not only the loss of her parents, and how her life changes accordingly, but
also to the fact that being a girl who loves girls, her sexuality needs to be kept secret from others,
as well as the other problems of growing up.I must admit that I came to this book because I saw
the film of this for the first time earlier this year and was somewhat intrigued as to how the
original novel was set out. As you would expect, the book is much superior to the film. When we
get to the place where Cameron has been sent, so we see that there is money to be made in
pseudo-science and that those in charge of the facility have actually no idea about what they are
doing, and how it can affect those in their care, which is highlighted at one stage with a traumatic
scene of what a teenage boy does to himself. In all then this certainly makes for a good read,
and reminds us all that we can at times be rather inhumane to our fellow humans.”

T Thornton, “A well written debate-starter, excellent piece of work. My issue (in general) with
coming-of-age stories is that they're always written by older adults as a sort of rose-tinted
retrospect. I'm glad to have seen other reviews mention how this feels like non-fiction. It's not
even subtly hidden, it's blatantly based on true events. It feels like a 'highlights package' of an
autobiography. This gets 4 stars from me because of the narration. The flow, tone and style was
just right for me and I'm usually hard to please in that regard! However it did suffer from serious
degradation. Chapter 1 is my favorite chapter and I became less and less interested all the way
through, finding the final quarter a bit of a slog because I didn't believe the plot was going
anywhere in particular and indeed it did sort of just fizzle out. It's also a bit too long for what it
offers. The Cameron Post character only seems to have ONE thing; her homosexuality. Other
than that, we find out literally nothing about her. It's 500+ pages of the same thing without much



variation and that did bore me. I thought it was interesting how the camp's counselors were
never portrayed as 'villains' but just as people with different opinions. I found this a very noble
and peaceful way of handling the conflicts. This is a good book but I won't re-read it or remember
anything too significant.”

Mike K, “A compelling, yet in some ways, flawed novel.. "The night that Cameron Post's parents
died, her first reaction was relief. Relief that they would never know that hours earlier she had
been kissing a girl."Danforth's novel transports its readers into the world of Cameron Post in late
80s / early 90s Montana where she becomes increasingly aware of her nascent sexuality.
Following the tragic deaths of her parents in a car accident at Quake Lake, Cameron's Aunt
Ruth, a born-again evangelical Christian, becomes her legal guardian and Cameron's life goes
off on a new and unwelcome tangent when her same sex attraction is exposed and she is
shipped off to "God's Promise" for gay conversion therapy.Danforth creates a likeable and
engaging character in the young Cameron and part of the novel's appeal lies in its ability to draw
readers in and make them identify with her. It's at its weakest, however, when it lapses into
rather rudderless narrative and acquires some of the qualities of a teen reader before finding
itself again with its evocation of life at the "God's Promise" re-education camp and the
memorable cast of characters who live there. On this basis, it's easy to understand why, in
making a film adaptation of the novel, a much more pared down version of the narrative is
offered which keeps its focus on the most important strand of the narrative and holds on to one
of its greatest strengths - some compelling dialogue.In its conclusion, the novel is less abrupt
than the film and arguably more satisfying as dramatic tension is built when Cameron and two of
her fellow travellers plot their escape. There is real poetry in the final pages as Cameron
confronts her past and contemplates both literally and metaphorically what lies beneath its
surface as she comes to terms with who she is. At the same time, the novel tantalises and
perhaps frustrates because the future that beckons is not ours to see...”

Zoë Wells, “I feel like I've been there but thank god I really haven't. Such a wonderfully well
written book. The first half was beautiful, it made me feel like I'd been raised in Montana. I've
never been to Montana. I actually have no clue where it is, beyond broadly within the US. I could
not have grown up somewhere more different to this place, and yet the descriptions, the
warmth.... Wow.The book overall was incredible as far as dodging tropes. Almost every time I
expected it to zig, it zagged, as far as characters and development. It never really villainised
anyone for what they did, and I appreciate that. It was such a caring portrayal of how most
people don't deliberately seek out ways to do harm without reason - most of the time we're
simply trying to help, without seeing that what we'll only make it worse.”

The book by Emily M. Danforth has a rating of 5 out of 4.6. 1,414 people have provided
feedback.
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